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Eurasia Partnership Foundation (EPF) and British Council invite proposals for a grant competition from organizations that participated in the Training for Social Entrepreneurs carried out by EPF and its partner organizations: the Czech Fundraising Center (CFC) and the Resource Alliance (RA) on November 9-13, 2009.   

Background Information 

Through the Social Enterprise Development in Georgia project, implemented by EPF and its partners CFC and RA, EPF aims at promoting social enterprise in Georgia as a viable business model for organizations that are driven by both social objectives/mission and income. Social enterprises are businesses that operate primarily with social objectives as the “bottom line” and reinvest profits back into the social objectives of the business. The two-year project is supported by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Czech Republic.

At the same time, EPF is implementing a joint program on social enterprise development in close cooperation with the British Council and Center for Strategic Research and Development of Georgia (CSRDG). The above-mentioned partnership was formalized through a memorandum of understanding signed on November 6, 2009.       

Competition Goal and Objectives

The goal of the competition is to promote social enterprise in Georgia as a viable business model for organizations that are driven by both social objectives/mission and income through grant support to a cluster of non-profits for concrete entrepreneurial projects. Funding of the winning projects and their successful implementation will contribute further to the replication and popularization of the concept of social enterprise in Georgia.  

Planned Activities

Through a rigorous selection process, EPF selected 15 organizations to participate in an intensive training on social entrepreneurship in November 9-13, 2009. The training was conducted by highly experienced experts from EPF’s partner organizations: the Czech Fundraising Center and the Resource Alliance. Participants received theoretical and practical information about specific issues related to social entrepreneurship.

Based on the information and skills received through the training as well as previous experience, participants will develop project proposals that can be submitted through EPF’s given grant competition. Participant organizations will be given the opportunity to receive consultations from Czech experts. 

EPF will award three seed grants through the grant competition. British Council will fund one project proposal.

Those organizations that are awarded grants through the above-mentioned competition will travel to the Czech Republic to visit social enterprises in this country.  

CFC and RA will also provide the selected organizations with consultancy service during project implementation.

In addition, CSRDG will also provide in-country consultations to selected organizations in order to support project implementation.  

Eligible Participants

· This current grant competition is open ONLY to those organizations that participated in the Social Entrepreneurship training conducted by EPF in November 2009;  

· Applicants must comply with EPF and British Council Grants Management criteria;

· Applicants must have strong internal control systems and employ competent accounting staff

Selection Process and Criteria

Through this grant competition, four organizations will be awarded funding of up to 6,000 USD per project.  EPF will fund three of the grants, while British Council will fund the remaining project.

EPF staff will pre-screen all applications for completeness. Complete applications will be reviewed by a panel of experts, who have relevant experience and knowledge in the field, including representatives from EPF and its partner organizations. The panel of experts will evaluate the proposed projects based on following criteria:   

· Applicant’s relevant experience

· Applicant’s capacity to implement the proposed project

· Compatibility of proposed project with the organization’s mission and strategy

· Commitment of the applicant organization to function as a Social Enterprise

· Problem statement

· Project goals and objectives

· Proposed work outline and the business plan of the enterprise 

· Enterprise financial analysis 

· Marketing plan

· Project sustainability

· Appropriateness of the proposed budget in relation to the proposed activities

· Cost-effectiveness of the project

· Cost share from other donors or applicant’s own sources 

Use of funds 

Project expenses may include the following types of expenses, based on the specific needs of the particular project: 

· Wages and fees; 

· Publication, purchase, copying, and delivery of training materials; 

· Travel and related expenses; 

· Communication and administrative expenses; 

· Other direct costs associated with project implementation. 

Certain program activities cannot be supported by EPF:

· Support for a particular political party (work that includes all parties on issues like electoral processes, may be possible if it is open access, fair, unbiased, and objective);
· Lobbying for partisan purposes (EPF may advocate for issues, which bring about public and social good – like better endowment laws);
· Religious activities (EPF may support a religious organization for non-religious aims if they correspond to our mission);
· Capital construction projects for commercial purposes;
· Military projects of any kind.
Submission of Proposals

Applicant organization must submit the following documentation to EPF in hard copies no later than March 9, 2010, 15:00.
· Five hard copies (signed and sealed) of a project proposal (in Georgian, English, or Russian) in accordance with the attached form (presented and discussed during social enterprise training in November 2009);

· A logic model filled out according to EPF instructions;

· A detailed budget filled out according to EPF instructions;

· A Grant Management Questionnaire should be filled in and submitted along with all required documentation. 

Project proposals submitted under this grant competition must be the original product of the applicant organization. In case of any plagiarism, the organization and relevant project proposal will be disqualified immediately.

All of the materials and documents submitted as part of this competition will not be returned to the applicant. This information will be used only for review purposes and will not be transferred to any person or organization, except those envisaged by Georgian legislation or required by EPF donors.

Proposal forms, guidelines, and other instructions may be obtained at EPF’s office from 10:00 to 18:00 or downloaded from the Foundation’s web-site: www.epfound.ge
Competition Schedule

Announcement of the competition: February 17, 2010

Question-answer session: February 22, 2010 (Session will be held at EPF office at 15:00)   

Deadline for submitting proposals: March 9, 2010, 15:00

Announcement of awards: March 21, 2010 

Contact information 

Eurasia Partnership Foundation Georgia Office is located at 3 Kavsadze St., Tbilisi, Georgia 0108, Tel/Fax: (99532) 25 39 42/43, 22 32 64. 

The contact persons for this grant competition are Viktor Baramia, Program Manager and Nino Sutidze, Program Assistant.
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